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Transformational Literacy: 
Making the Common Core Shift with Work That Matters
» Help your students connect their hard work as readers 

and writers to their futures as contributors to stronger 
communities and a better world.

» Explore how the Common Core State Standards can 
engage and inspire your students with work that 
matters.

“Hopeful and helpful—Transformational Literacy is 
filled with work-worthy ideas that instill hope in readers 
by providing helpful vignettes, descriptive examples, text 
suggestions, and instructional shifts that will prepare 
young scholars for the 21st century.”

–Cris Tovani, Secondary English teacher and instructional 
coach, author, and international literacy consultant.

Leaders of Their Own Learning: 
Transforming Schools through Student-Engaged Assessment
» Put the powerful tools of measuring progress back in 

the hands of students.

» Ignite the capacity of students to take responsibility 
for their own learning and build independence, 
critical thinking skills, and perseverance.

“…a visionary argument for how we can invert the school 
reform pyramid and put students in charge of their own 
learning.”

–Jal Mehta, associate professor, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education; author, The Allure of Order

Management in the Active Classroom
» Build a positive classroom culture where students are 

self-directed and self-disciplined learners.

» Learn strategies for fostering a respectful, active, 
collaborative, and growth-oriented classroom 
community. 

“Finally, a coherent collection of strategies that positions 
classroom management in service of student learning...It 
should be a core text for every teacher.”

–Stephen R. Mahoney, Ed.D. 
Associate director and director of school partnerships, 
Harvard Teacher Fellows
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Learning
THATLasts

CHALLENGING, ENGAGING, AND EMPOWERING 

STUDENTS WITH DEEPER INSTRUCTION

“If we are to prepare all students for the deeper learning required for college, career, and life readiness, 
there is nothing more important than cultivating great teaching. This book provides a clear vision 
for teachers of what deeper instruction actually looks like. It is a guide to creating classrooms where 
students think and work passionately and analytically—classrooms that are more challenging, mean-
ingful, and effective.”

—Linda Darling-Hammond, Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education Emeritus,  
    Stanford University and President of the Learning Policy Institute

“Most contemporary writing about education either endorses or critiques a focus on basic skills, standard-
ized tests, and job preparation. Learning that Lasts is a unique book; experts from EL Education not only 
highlight engagement, deep learning, artistry, and good character—they also demonstrate how to achieve an 
education that is worth celebrating.”

—Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education

“Ron Berger is one of the most profound thinkers and do-ers in education today. This book is a must-read. It 
shows how to create meaningful learning and high levels of academic achievement anywhere.”

—Carol Dweck, Lewis and Virginia Eaton Professor of Psychology, Stanford University

RON BERGER is Chief Academic Officer for EL 
Education. He taught public school for more than 
twenty-five years. He is coauthor of Leaders of Their 
Own Learning and Transformational Literacy. LIBBY 

WOODFIN is the director of publications for EL Education. She is coauthor of Leaders 
of Their Own Learning and Transformational Literacy. ANNE VILEN is a staff writer and 
school designer for EL Education. She is coauthor of Transformational Literacy: Making the 
Common Core Shift with Work That Matters.
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Praise for Learning THAT Lasts
Learning That Lasts: 
Challenging, Engaging, and Empowering Students with Deeper Instruction
» Sharpen the quality of lessons in all subject areas.

» Promote deeper understanding, higher-order 
thinking, and student independence with deeper 
instruction.

“Experts from EL Education not only highlight 
engagement, deep learning, artistry, and good character—
they also demonstrate how to achieve an education that is 
worth celebrating.”

–Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and 
Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education


